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Governor’s Highway Safety Office Announces Teen Driver Safety Week 

National Campaign Taking Place October 19-25 
 

Nashville, Tenn. – The Governor’s Highway Safety Office is teaming up with the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration October 19th- 25th to spread awareness about teen driver safety. 
 
Motor vehicle crashes are the number one killer of 14 -18 year olds in the United States. In 2013, 39,140 
crashes in Tennessee involved a driver age 20 or younger. Those crashes accounted for over thirteen percent 
of total crashes throughout the state. While this is a decline from 2012, it is still more than one hundred 
crashes each day.  
 
Last year during Teen Driver Safety Week, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration launched its “5 
to Drive” campaign addressing the five most dangerous and deadly behaviors for teen drivers. The idea behind 
the campaign is to give parents the words to use when they talk with their teens about driving. 
  
The “5 to Drive” rules for parents to share with their teens are: 

1. No Drinking and Driving. 
2. Buckle Up. Every Trip. Every Time. Front Seat and Back. 
3. Put It Down. One Text or Call Could Wreck It All. 
4. Stop Speeding Before It Stops You. 
5. No More Than One Passenger at a Time. 

 
Teen drivers need to follow these rules and all other restrictions outlined in Tennessee’s graduated driver 
licensing (GDL) law. Parents have a responsibility to tell their teen drivers about the rules and enforce them. 
Unfortunately, only about 25 percent of parents have serious talks with their kids about safe driving. 
 
“Protecting and educating our young drivers is always a priority,” Kendell Poole, Director of the Governor’s 
Highway Safety Office said. “However, during this week in particular we ask parents and caregivers to set 
aside time to talk about the rules of the road. It could be a lifesaving conversation.” 
 
Parents can find more information about talking to their young drivers at www.safercar.gov/parents.  
 
GHSO and partners across the state are sponsoring educational events at high schools during Teen Driver 
Safety Week. If you are an educator and would like to bring traffic safety activities to your school, visit 
www.reducetncrashes.org. 
 
For more information about the GHSO, visit www.tntrafficsafety.org. 
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